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President's Pa^e , . ,
''A WorJ for tLe Cause"
This page concerns college forensics in gen

growth or development. Too often man does

eral, and debating and discussion in particular.
For more than 30 years as a student and teach
er, I have been close to the cause of college de
bating. It has been a part of my bread and
butter. But in recent years I confess that I

with fears, inhibitions, and prejudices. Two
or three years of college debating and discuss

have been coasting along, taking things for

ity.

granted. I assumed that my cause was a worthy

one and that college administrators, college
students, and the general public would nalur^ly rally to it of their own free will and accord.

Of course, there are others of my profession
who have been coasting along on this assump
tion. All of us who have held this attitude have

been living in a fool's paradise, for not every

not grow to his fullest stature. He is beset

ing will often do wonders toward the adjust
ment and organization of the human personal-

4. Debate gives quality training to quality
students. This is as it should be. It Is the

few able men and women who shape and make
the world of tomorrow. A chosen few are su

perior in vision and mental acumen and super

ior in courage and breadth of understanding.
They wiB be our leaders tomorrow. Whether

actively opposed to college contest debating.

we like it or not, these leaders will inherit the
earth. The man with many talents needs to
develop all of them. Too often the man whh

The fact is that no matter how worthwhile we

one talent is not interested in improving what

one is on our side.

There are those who are

think forensics may be, we cannot expect a
healthy, thriving interest in this activity unless
we come out in the open and work for the

little he has. As in the parable in the Bible,
the man with many talents is more prone to

cause. We must, from lime to time, check and

make the most of them. Furthermore, the rec
ords show that twenty years from now the de

rechcck our loyalties to college forensics apd
reappraise our efforts. It will help us all to

often as the heroes of our gridiron.

count the blessings of forensics as it pertains
to the welfare of the student who is participat
ing and to society at large. In getting beyond

idle talk, let us count a few of these blessings

baters will make IFho's Who twenty times as

Of course, debate and discussion, being manmade activities, are subject to all to which that

flesh is heir. Admittedly all is not perfection,
but I fear that those who are not on our side

and name tiiem one by one:
1. Debate and discussion are the key to the
democratic way of life. From Pericles to Tru

fail to see debate in its true perspective. They

man the story is the same. The Magna Carta,
the Bill of flights, the American Constitution,

cy. that it is among our best educational devices,

and many other similar documents are the blue

prints for the pursuit of happiness of free men.
These instruments owe their birth to discus

lose sight of the larger values. If it is true
that debate is important to the life of democra
that it is a means for the growth and enrich
ment of human personality and that it offers

good training to our best students, why

shouldn't we say a good word for it at every

sions and debate; and in this day when democ
racies arc hanging by thin threads, the need for
intelligent discussion and debate lias never been

opportunity?

more urgent.

ment in debate is bad, that we should not give
ranks and decisions. Of course the over-empha

Democracy thrives on talk.

It

believes it is belter to talk it out than shoot it
our. Here is an activity which cannot survive

under the rule of a dictator. In every nook
and corner of our democratic society where
there is a meeting of a City Council, a Board
of Directors, a Legislative Assembly, free and
open debate and discussion is an ^solute ne
cessity.

2. Here we have one of the best devices for
education.

What technique, whether it be in

or out of the classroom, can come closer to the

crux of the educational process than debate?
Here is an activity which motivates a student

to clear and logical thought; here is an activi
ty which encourages independent research. Here
is a form of discipline which makes a student
mentally lough and strong. It does much more
than cultivate the mind; it makes for tolerance
and open-mindedness. It trains students to rec

ognize and respect truth wherever it is found,
and develops a realistic attitude towards coop
eration and compromise.

3. Here is a personality builder. Man is a
masterpiece of the creative process. Too often

this masterpiece is stunted or warped in its

And what do they say—those who are not
on our side?

They say that the contest ele

sis on winning and losing for the sake of mak
ing an impressive showing is an abuse of the

activity and should be condemned on every
count. But the fault does not lie with the ac

tivity itself. Such reasoning is as faulty as it
is to condemn fried chicken, gravy, and mince
pie because some people use these foods to eat
themselves into their graves.

They say debate teaches insincerity and dis
honesty. If this is true, it is an abuse and not

the fault of debate. Furthermore, honesty and
sincerity are relative terms. Using the same
type of logic as our critics, the salesman who

talks up only the good side of bis product
would be dishonest; the lawyer who gives only
one side of a case is a fraud; the politician,

teacher, or minister who says or does anything
in the form of pretense is insincere. Life is

filled with situations in which pretense is a
means of survival. If we spoke out frankly and
sincerely at all times our real feelings about
our traffic cops, our teachers, or our army of

ficials, or even our relatives, we would probably
(Continued on Page 30)
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Tlie Fourtk Annual StuJent Congress . . .
Date&—March 31, April 1 and 2, 1949
Place—Congress Hotel, Chicago, III.
A Fliort time ago all cliaptcrs received an an
nouncement from President E. C. Buehler re

garding llie Fourth National Student Congress.
The Faculty Committee on Arrangements chose
as the public problem for consideration; What
Federal legislation should be enacted regarding
civil rights? This subject was mentioned more
times than any other by chapters responding
to the preliminary questionnaire, and the Committe«- feels it is one that should prove both

challenging and profitable.

Committees will

he organized around the four basic rights con
sidered by the President's Committee on Civil

Rights in its report, To Secure These Rights.
These four sub-topics are:

1. The right to safety and security of the
person.

2. The right to citizenship and its privileges.
3. The right to freedom of conscience and

that this procedure will result in more
mature and considered legislation.
(c) Article \T has been modified to provide

for caucusing by members of the Inde
pendent parly. U also allows nomina
tions to be made from a caucus floor if
the number of candidates for any one
office is le.«s than four.

(d) .Article Vil has been ino<lified to reduce

the time allocated to nominating speech
es in the Opening Assembly, and an at
tempt has been made to be more spe
cific regarding the method of voting.

(c) Article IX has been reworded to aflow
greater flexibility concerning the num
ber

of

Joint

Conference

Committees

since a single topic is being considered
by this Congress.

(f) Clarification of the procedure concerning
amendment and substitution of Minority

expression.

4. The right to equality of opportunity.

Copies of tlie report are available as a govern
ment publication, and it has been printed coniniereially.

A stuily of the 1947 rules and your suggest

ions for changes, resulted in what the Commit
tee hopes will he some profitable modifications.
Suggestions contained in the reports of the
Evaluating Committee and Professor Leroy

Bills <if any) for Majority BiUs was
the object of the modifications in Arti
cle X.

Ig) Article XIII has been restated in an at
tempt to be more specific regarding vot
ing by roll call and by proxy.
(b> In Article XV provision has been made
for a Steering Committee and a Legis

lative Committee. The purpose of the

Laa.se's Faculty Committee for the last Con

latter committee is to study methods by

gress were also incorporated. Attention is call

which the functioning of the Congress
might be improved.

ed to the following major changes:
(a) The calemlar, which appears elsewhere

It is obvious that the Committee is greatly

in this issue of the Gavel, was modified

indebted to Professor Milton Dickens of the

University of California, who was chairman of

slightly.

lb) Article V dealing with registration and

the Faculty Committee on Arrangements for

forms of hills provides that Advance
Bills he submitted in duplicate by March
10. The purpose of this provision is to

the 1939 and 1941 Congresses, and to Professor

make possible the duplication of those
bills, and to allow copies to be returned
to chapters for examination prior to the
convening of the Congress, ft is hoped

The present Committee hopes that the Fourth
Congress will be larger and more stimulating

Leroy Laase of the University of Nebraska, who
held a similar position for the 1947 Congress.

than any of its predecessors. Its success will
(Continued on Page 30)

CALENDAR

Thursday, March 31
5:00-10:00

Registration Period

3:00-10:00 Preliminary Caucuses

Friday, April 1
8:30-10:00

Opening Assembly
^

°

10:00-12:00

Main Committee Meetings

12:00- 1:30

Lunch

6:00- 8:00

Official Banquet

8:00-10:00

tee Meetings
Delta Sigma Rho Business
Meeting

8:00-10:00 Joint Conference Commit

1:30- 5:00

Main Committee Meetings

8:30- 1:00
2:00-

Saturday, April 2
General Assembly
2:00Steering Committee .
2:00-

Evaluations Committee

Legislative Committee
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Tke Fourtli National Student Congress of
Delta Sirfma Rko . . .
I'lirpoMe

(a) I'reliitiitiary Caucuses

The iiurposf of the ConBress is to I.ruaelen

and make inore realistic training: of intet-

colleg"lnle speakers: to i)rovide a uul<iue

(li) Tlie Opening Assembly
ici Main Committee Meetings
(d) Joint Conference Committee Meet

method for traininB students in the skills

of faclfindingTi oi^^anlzallon. group discus
sion, bill-drafting, jtarliamentarj- debate: in
short, to hell) young men and women be
come wiser and more active citizens. The
rules of procedure to he u.sed by the Con

ings

le) General Assemblies

. In addition to the above sessions there
•shall be a Registration Period, an Offiola] Banquet, and a Delta Sigma Rho
l.'Usiness Jleeting.

gress i>rovIdc tor preliminary caucuses, a

The order and number of events, togeth

aeries of committee meetings, and a unicamer.al legislative sessions. These rules
are not designed to ape e.xlsting govern
mental agencies but strive rather to make

er with exact limes and places, .shall be

determined by the Faculty Committee
on Arrangements.
V. RcglMtratlou

an original contribution to a basic problem
of detnocracy, namely, the development of
techniques by which a number of Individ
uals can discu.s.s a common problem and
arrive at a solution reflecting the best of
which that group is capable.
The name of tiiis organization shall be
"The National Student Congress of Del
ta Sigma Rhi)."

II. IlateN of MerlinBs

2.

The busine.ss of tlil.s organization shall
occupy lliree Ci) consecutive days.
Members of this organization shall con- vene biennially.

3. The exact dates for each njeetiivg shall
be fi-xecl as

hereinafter

provided

but

shall usually fall on a Thur.sdav, Friday
and Saturday of April.

t ongres.s.
The advance registration
shall include names of all student dele

ed in Article VI, Section I: candidacy
for thairmHn Pro tern or Cleric Pro tem
of their party Preliminarv Caucus as

provided in Article VI, Section 3; or
candidacy for Speaker of the Assembly
or Clerk of the A.ssembly a.s provided

In .'Vrtlcle III, Section 3-e: and subtopic
rirefcrence for committee membership
as provided in Article III, Section 3.

All delegates, alternates and facnltv
sponsors .shall

1. This organiz.ation shall be sponsored by
the National President of Delta Sigma
Rho.

2. .At least twelve (12) months prior to
each meeting of The Student Congress,

the National President »if Delta Sigma
Rho .sh.111 appoint a committee of not

loss than five i.5) faculty or alumni rep
Tliia committee shall be

known as The Faculty Conimiltee on
Arrangements.

3. The 1 acuity Committee on Arrange
ments shall have the following powers
and duties:

lai To revi.se ihese rules, if they deem
such revi.sion necessary,

tb) To fix liic exact dates for the Stu
dent Congress,

tc) To determine the place at which The
Student Congress shall meet.

(d) To decide upon and phrase the pub
lic problem <sl which shall be stud

ied and acted upon by the delegates
of the Student Congress as herein

after provided; and to notify all
12) montli.s prior to the meeting.

(e) To receive from all Fucultv Spon
sors, at least thirty (30> days be

fore the ojiening of the Student
Congress lite names of all students
to he nominated for Si'oakor of the
Assembly, and Chairman Tro tern or

Clerk Pro lem of the preliminary
party caucuses.

(f) To ai>polnt one or more Faculty
Sjiotisors to serve as Parliamentar
ians during the Student Congress
advisory

powers

hereinafter

specified.

tg) To discharge all other duties here
inafter .sijoclfied.
IV. General Structure

1. The official business sessions of the
Student Congress shall be known by the
following name:

the official

Roll

Any stutlenl delegate, who has jireiiared
an "Advance Bill" to be submitted to

one of the committees, shall personally

two (3) identical coiiie.s to the
fhairman of the Faculty Committee on
and Rules at least twenty-one
(31) day.s iirJor to the opening of the
Congre.s.s. (For the 1949 Congress bills

hearing a pnatmark later than midnight,

March 1(1, in-Ill, may be rejected.) All
such blll.s must be drafted in accordance
with rules hereinafter specified

The Faculty Committee on Program and
Rules shall sort the above bills in terms

of the Conmjlttees for which they are
Intended, and shall number tiiem In or

der of their receiiH. The Faculty Com
mittee on

i'rogram

and

Rules shall

provide all cliaiiters signifying their in
tention of attending ilie Congress with
at least one cojjy of each of the "Ad
vance Bills." The above copies shall be

mailed to the respective Faculty SponIn umple time for examina'tion bv

the delegates prior to the opening of
the Coiisrcs.«.

schools of these topics at least two

with

sign

Book during Final Registration at the
t ongres.s.

111. Powera and Uutlea of Faculty SprtnaorM

resentatives.

ments shall call for an advance regis
tration, to be made not later than thlr-

ly (30) days before tlie opening of the
gates, their jiarty affiliation a.s provid

I. Name

1.

Tlie Faculty Committee on Arrange

VI. Preltminnry Cnucuxes

At the time of advance registration for

the Congro.ss. each delegate shall regster as a member of one of the follow
ing
(a)
(b)
(c)

parties:
Left-center
Right-center
Independent

At the time designated in the Calendar,
each of the three parties shall hold Pre-

llrnlnary Caucuses for the purpose of
selecting their

party candidates

for

Speaker and Clerk of the Assembly, re.ipectlvely.

The Preliminary Caucuses shall be pre
sided over by a Chairman Pro tem, and
the roll call vote of the Individual del

egates recorded by a Clerk Pro tem.

both of whom shall be appointed by the

Faculty Committee on Arrangements

(a) pelogate.s wishing to be considered
for pro tem offices shall so Indicate
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on the fir.st vote, the two receiving

at the time of advance reffistratlon
and Bubmit a statement of their
c|nalifIcallons.

the greatest number of votes shall
be voted upon again in a second roll
can.

(b) The Chairman Pro tern shall be se

(e) The Temporary Clerk shall act as
timekeeper for the above speeches
and shall conduct the roll call vote
IS) to determine the winning can

lected from schools not nominating

candidates for the S!>eaker or Clerk
of the Assembly.

4. The Preliminary Caucuses shall proceed

didate.

In accordance with the following rules;

la) No student may he nominated whose

4.

name has not been submitted In ad
school to the Faculty Committee on

Student Congress. The rule.s for this
election shall be the same as those for

Arrangements, as provided

electing the Speaker, except that nom

vance by the Faculty Sponsor of his
for

in

inating speeclies shall be limited to two

Section III, .Article 3-e, above, ex

cept that in a party caucus where

12) minutes and

the number of such properly certi
fied candidates for an office is less

ahal! not speak.
A member of the Faculty Committee on
Arrangements .Rhaii announce the as.«igiimenl of delegates to their proper
committees as hereinafter provided in

5.

than four, nominations for such ofico may be made from the floor, but
In no case shall there be more than

a total of four candidates for any
not more

in order at the Opening Assembly shall
be the hearing of messages, communi

cations, and announcements, a. list of

the qualifications of candidates.
(c) Nominations may be seconded, but

which .shall have been prepared by the
Faculty Committee on Arrangements.

ination .shall

be allowed

nom

seconding speeches may not bo giv
en.

(d) When all nominations for Speaker

Vltl.

1.

of the As.sembly have been beard,
each ci^ndldate shall have five (B)

minutes in which to state his views

on the public problem (s) to be con
sidered by the Congress.
the vote shall be by roll call of the
individual delegates.

If) If no candidate receives a majority
oil the first vote, the two receiving
the greatest number of votes shall
be voted upon again in a second

Pro

es, and shall conduct the roll call

be no campaign speeches by the nom
inees.

Yll. OpeiiiuK AKHemhly

istrations.

The Opening Assembly shall be called

(d) Delegates who submit bills will be
asKigned lo a committee in which
the bill will he considered, except
as limited in the following Article

to order by the Temporary Chairman,
who shall be a faculty member appoint
ed by the Faculty Committee on Ar
rangements.

2e.

The Temporary Clerk, who shall be a

(e) No more than one delegate from
the same school will be assigned to

faculty member appointed by the Facplty Committee, shall call the opening

the same committee.

(f) Jn order to provide a workable dis
tribution of member.ship on the sev
eral committees, the Faculty Com
mittee on .Arrangements shall have
full and final authority to select
delegates by lot to be placed wher

roll.

The Temporary Chairman shall preside

during the election of the Speaker of
This

election

shall proceed In accordance with

the

foilowing rules:

nominating

the

candi

dates of the respective parties for
Speaker of the Assembly shall be
allowed

not

more

than

ever necessary.

3.

three (3)

ments.

4.

(b) After the three nominating speech

es for Speaker of the Assembly have
three candidates
two (2) minutes
state their views
Assembly on the

mittee.

He shall also assume the dut

time.

5.

public problem (s) to be considered

lo) When all candidates have spoken
the vote shall be by roll call of

(d) If no candidate receives a majority

The Temporary Chairman shall preside
during the election of the student Chair
man and student Secretar.v for the Com
ies of Temporary Secretary during this

by the Congress,

RChool.s. Each delegate is free to
vote as an individual, but for each
school a delegation leader shall re
spond to the roll call and report
his delegation's votes.

Each Committee shall be called to order

by a Temporary Chairman, appointed
by the Faculty Committee on Arrange

minutes to describe the qualifica
tions of tlielr candidate.

been made, Ihe
shall be allowed
each in which to
to tlie Opening

ex

mittees.

didate for Clerk, except that there shall

la) Delegates

of

(c) In a.ssi'gnlng delegate.s to the Main
(?onimlttees on each subtopic, the
Faculty Committee will follow the
principle of proportional distribu
tion according to advance party reg

be followed in the selection of the can

Congress.

number

should be placed where needed to
help equalize the size of the com

When the candidate for Speaker has
been selected, the same procedure shall

Student

the

ber and nature of bills submitted.
(b) Delegates not stating preferences

vote.

the

to

pressed preferences: and the num

tern shall act as

time-keeper for the above speech

3.

Ttie Faculty Committee on Arrange
ments shall divide the delegates into as
many Main Committees as may seem
appropriate to the number of delegates
registered in the Congress.
(a) In determining tlie number of Main
Committees on each subtopic, the
Faculty Committee will give con
sideration

roll call.

(S) The Clerk

Main Committee Meetings

At the lime of advance registration for
the Congress, the delegate may Indicate
preference on subtopics for committee
membership.
Delegates without pref
erence shall so indicate.

2.

(e) When all candidates have spoken,

2.

The only other business which shall be

than five (B) minutes to describe

lb) Delegates placing names in

1.

that the candidates

Sections VIll and XI.

6.

one office,

5.

The newly elected Speaker sliall preside
during the election of the Clerk of the

6.

The newly elected Secretary shall see
that each member has coiiles of the Ad
vance Bills which have been assigned
the Committee by the Faculty Commit
tee on Program and Rules In accordance
with Article V, Section 4.
It shall be the fundamental purpose of
each Committee to discuss those prob
lems which fall within the limits of the

subtopic to which the Committee has
been assigned, together with proposed
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or possible legislative solutions.

Then,

side over the
whether one
as the basis
whether the

In the lisht of such discussion, the Com

mittee shall try to agree upon a Majori
ty Bill which should express a true con-

The Committee shall be-.^ln Its deliberatloiia by determining whether one of the
bills .submitted shall be used as the

5,

basis for the committee deliberations,
Bills merely as guides or suggestions.
If one of the Advance Bills is to be the
basis of the work of the Committee,

the Mlnute.s of the preceding Assembly,

Resort

The ideal techniuuea should be those of

1.

cooperative
disouasion,
rather
than
competitive debate.
IX. Joint Couference CummitteeM
At the time designated in the Calendar

the

shall
Joint

Joint

Conference

Committee

(s)

convene. The number of such
Conference Committees shall be

determined by the Faculty Committee
on Rules and Program, taking Into ac

count. (a) the number and nature of the

publi<' problems considered by the Con
gress, and lb) the number of delegates
working in Main Committee.s which the

Faculty Commitloe on Rules and Pro

gram deslgnale.s as constituting an ap

propriate unit.

The election of

these

committee members shall be as provid
2.

ed in Article VIII, Hcction II.
Each Committee shall be called to or

der by a Temporary Chairman, appoint
ed by the

Faculty

Committee

on

Ar-

rangement.s.

3.

The Temporary Chairman shall preside

during the election of the student Chair
man and student Secretary of the Com
mittee. He shall also assume the dut

ies of Temjiorary Secretary during this
time.

4.

The Secretary shall immediately read

the various Majority Bills as submitted
by delegates representing the Main
Committees.
After the Majority Bills

have been read the Chairman shall pre

communications

or

announce

rangements.

2.

The Speaker shall announce the order
in which the Committees shall report;

and shall make any further necessary

announcements regarding the division
of time
rules.

member of the majority party of the

to parliamentary methods and to vot

The Speaker shall call the Meetings to
order: the Clerk shall call the roll, read
ments submitted by the Steering Com
mittee or the Faculty Committee on Ar

one of the three shall be other than a

cided by the Committee it.self.

Any delegate, whether or not he be a

and all

At lea-st

ing. sliould he as Infre'iuent as possible.

leader.

X. General .^NHemhlleM

1.

(3) member.s whose duty shall be to

sembly, the members being permitted
to sjjeak a.s often as they please, .■sub
ject to recognition by the Chairman,
and to .such Hmltations a.s may be de

It shall be the duty of the Joint Con
ference Committee of Minorities to fuse
the several dissenting views into a

As.se mlily.

which must be not later than thirty (30)

12. Busine.ss is transacted in the Commit
tee with less formality than in the As

Committee of the Majority.

proposed from ti)i; floor of the General

meeting of the Committee, the Chair
man shall conduct the election of three

Assembly.

2

tee, who di.ssents from any portion of

minutes prior to adjournment of the last

the
the

Sections

not -sathsfactorily expressed by a Minor
ity Bill, may draw an amendment to be

tl»e item, or the accei)tance of it with or
without amendment, or the .sub.stitution of .some Item in its place.

and phrasing, and to represent
Main Committee at meetings of

will)

the Majority Bill and whose views are

tion thereof, or upon any motion which
proposes a new bill, or portion thereof,
shall consist in either the rejection of

Joint Conference Committee.

accordance

inember of a Joint Conference Commit

in. Action upon any Advance Bill, or por

give the Majority Bill Its final form

In

Minority Bill, and to elect a Minorltv
8.

made.

Majority Bill has been decided upon,

fundamental

shall be known as the Joint Conference

(1.

entertainment of motion.s relating to
the proposed contents, or some portion

11. As soon as tlie essential content of a

a

drawal occurs, the remaining delegate.^

before proceeding to tlie next.

which they are

is

be known as the Joint Conference
Committee of Minorities. Also, if with

If the construction of a new bill is to

upon In the order in

there

ly In another room where they shall or

reading of the bill, section by section,

thereof, of the Committee's bill. Such
motion.s .shall be discussed and acted

that

ganize

discussing and acting upon each section
be the basis of the work of the Commit
tee the order of bii.slness .shall be the

parent

and 3 immediately above, and they shall

the order of the business shall be the

9.

basis.

If in the deliberations It becomes ap

cleavage in opinion, the minority mav
withdraw. If withdrawal occur.s, the
minority delegates shall meet separate

or whether the Committee shall con
struct a new bill, u.sing the Advance

8.

deliberations to determine
of the bills shall be used
for committee action or
committee shall construct

a new bill using the Majority Bills as a

sen.siis.

T.
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3.

for

debate or

clarification

of

Each Committee shall report Its bills
and amendments in the following man
ner:

(a; The Majority Bill shall be read by
a member of the majority, who shall
move its adoption, and who shall
immediately give a copy of the bill
to the Clerk, and distribute copies
to the As.sembly.
(b) The Majority Leader, or delegate.s
appointed by him. shall be allowed
a total of not more than ten (10)
minutes In which to explain and de
fend the bill.

(c) The Minority Bill shall be read by
•a member of the minority, who shall
move Its substitution in place of the
Majority Bill, and who shall im
mediately give a copy of the bill to
the Clerk, and distribute copies to
the Assembly.
Id) The Minority Leader, or delegates
appointed by him, shall be allowed
a total of not more than ten (10)
minutes in which to explain and de
fend the bill.

(e) Any delegate desiring to amend ei
ther the Majority or the Minority
Bills shall present a written copy
of his amendment to the Clerk not
later than at the close of the time

allowed

the Minority

Leader.

At

the conclusion of this .speech, the

Speaker .shall ask if there are any

IToposed amendments not on the
Clerk's desk.
After this time no
more amendments shall be received.

(f) Each .Tolnt Conference Committee
shall choose a representative to as
sist
the Steering
Committee in
screening proposed amendments to
the bills. This group shall exam
ine all amendments that have been

l>ropcrly submitted and impartially
consolidate .such amendments as
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may be considered identical.
(g) The Speaker shall announce the
time fixed by the Steering Commit

1.

tee for debate on the motion to sub

of Delta Sigma Rho is entitled to send

stitute the Minority Bill for the
Ma.iorlty Bill. .He shall make this
announcement before either bill has

been jiresented to the Assembly. At
the f.\|ilrntion of such lime, the vote
must he taken, and it shall be on

delegate.^ to participate in the Student
Congres.s.

2.

the motion to substitute.

(h) If the Minority Bill is adopted as a
substitute for the Majority Bill, the
Majority Bill slial! be dropped from

further consideration
sembly.

Then

shall become

the

the

by

the

As

Minority

bill

Bill

before

by

the

.1.

the

Assemblj', the

Steering Committee shall determine,
and the Speaker shall announce,
the

lime

to

he

allotted

amendment, incliulitig
to
that
|)articular
When such allotted

to

to

has

ex

order in

which

such

amendment

be

to

the

5.

for

the

A.s.seiiibly.

Bill, amendments to the Majority
Bill shall be heard and acted upon

C.

Speaker shall not recognize any delegtilo who has prevljitisly spoken
unlt^ss no <uher delegate is reque.sting the floor.

(p) The Speaker, or a delegate appoint

ed by liim, shall time iiie delegates
during all debate, No delegate may
exceed his lime without two thirds

consent of the Assembly.

(rj) The Speaker may a.sk the advice of

the Parliamentaiian. as provided
for in Section HI, Article S-f, but
the Parliamentarian shall act in an
advisory capacity

only.

(r) After all di.scu.ssion has been heard,
or the time limii.s reached, or the

I>revioiis question moved and pass
ed, the Bill

before the

adoption shall

house for

be voted upon by

roll call as provided in Article XIIT.
It may be apiiroved with or without
amendment, or he rejected. If re

jected, no new bill may be offered
to the A.sserably, but the Speaker
may entertain a Besolution .stating

that the

Assembly

recommend action
lem at issue.

i.s

unable

upon the

to

prob

be

At the Delta Sigma Rho Business Meet

ing each chapter may be represented
by one (1) participating member. This
representative .shall usually be the Fac

ulty Sponsor of the chapter if he be
present.
If the !• acuity Sponsor or
other faculty representative cannot be
present, the chapter should send a stu

dent member of Delta Sigma Rho as its
reprc.sentat.ive. Any student so in.structed shall not be eligible to election to
any of the Joint Conference Commit
tees.

7.

Questions regarding the right of any
person to represent a given Institution

or participate In any business session,
shall

he

referred

to the President of

Delta Sigma Rho for settlement.
XII. UIIIm

1.

Anieuilments, ResolutJonH

Advance Bills are those prepared by
delegates before the Congress convenes,
and i)roperly submitted to a Committee

in the same fashion as jtrovided for

handling the Minority Bill above.
(o) Throughout the debate ui>on any
given hill and its amendments, the

not

When a participating dele-

•gate and .an alternate thus exchange
status, It shall usually be at the discre
tion of the Faculty Sponsor of the in
stitution involved.

degree
Majority

meetings, need

the .same students for meetings of the

(n) If the Minority Bill is not adopted
siitistitiite

The participating delegato.s, represent
ous committee

shall be out of order.

as a

public

ing a given instihition during the vari

allowed

third

the

pacity they may not i>artlclpate In any

in written form to the Clerk, but
amendments

of

of the bu.sine.«s of ti Committee or Gen

consolidated

shall

subtoplo

under con.slderation.

eral Assembly.

I'k) A maximum of three
minutes
shall be allowed each proposer of
an amendment in which to read, ex
plain, and defend his proposal,
(1) Other delegates wishing to debate
the

i.s)

dents as it wishes, to be designated as

amendments shall be heard.

two C2) minutes eacli. and
the
Siieaker shall recognize favoring
and opi'oslng delegato.s in alterna
tion in so far as possible.
<m) Amendments to amendments may
be pre.sented from the floor without
the necessity of early presentation

same

Any institution may send as many .stu
alternates or observers, but in that ca

amendments have been consolidated

by the screening proces.s, the Steer
ing Committee shall determine the

the

problem

4.

amendments
amendment.

time

to participate in the Delta Sigma Rho
Buslnes.s Meeting.
Bach chapter .shall he entitled to a
maximum of four (4) participating stu
dent dele-gate.s at any one time, except
a.s limited in Article XT. Section. Not
more than two (2) student delegates

from any one school shall be assigned

each

pired, the vote must be taken.
(j) Delegates
who
have
submitted
amendments to the Minority Bill
may tticn bo heard in the order in
which they have submitted their
amendnienc.s to the Clerk. If any

Student delegates mu.«t be bona fide un
dergraduate students of the schools
they represent. They need not be mem
bers of Delta Sigma Itho In order to
participate in the Student Congress
meeting hut must be members in order

lioiise for debate, amendment, and
adoption,
(i) Having
completed
its
work
of
screening the amendments, and tak
ing into account the number to be

considered

VI. Meiiibership
Any college or university included on
the chapter-roll of the National Society

as provided for in Section V, Article 3.
above.

2.

All Advance Bills must be presented in
the proper form as follows:

fa) They must be typewritten or mim
eographed upon one .sheet of stand
ard size paper,
lb) The flr.«t line shall consist of these
words: "Congress Bill Number

fc) The second line shall give the name

of the student introducing the bill
together witli the school he repre
sent.

fd) Commencing on the third line, the
title of the bill must be stated, be
ginning with the words. "An Act,"
and continuing with a statement of
the purpose of the bill.

fe) The text of the bill proper must be
gin with the words. "Be it enacted

by the Student Congress of Delta
Sigma Rho." The material follow
ing must begin with the word
"That".

(f) Every section
commencing

shall
at

one.

be

numbered
No

figures

should be used in the bill except
for the numbers of the sections. No
abbreviations .should be used.

(g) The following Is an Illustration of

the form proi>er In drafting bills:
Congress Bill Number
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by Mr. Doe of the University of.

the meetings to order; he shall preserve
order and decorum; he shall name the

AN ACT to provide the methods for
settling: Indiiiitrial disputes.
Ke it enacted by the .Student Congres.s of Delta Sigma Riio.
Section
Section

3.

1.
2.

one entitled to the floor; he shall de

cide all questions of order, subject to
appeal to the Assembly; he shall not be
required to vote in ordinary legislative
proceedlng.s, except where his
vote
would be decisive: he shall put ques

That the
That also

Bills prepared hy a Joint Committee for

tions; he shall certify to all bills pa-ssed

recommendation to llie General As.sem-

bly shall follow the same form as that
prescribed for Advance Bilhs with the
following exceptions;
(a) Tliey .siiall not be limited as to
length.
(b) They may omit the requireraents
for the first and second lines as de
scribed in .Article 2, parts b and c

by the As.sembly.
2.

The proper form for amendments shall
be one of the following:
"I move to amend by striking out the
words

" or

election

;!.

" or

••I move to amend by adding the words
to amend

by

inserting

words

■•I move to amend by dividing the

5.

" or

lily; he shall conduct

I.

If the Assembly wishes

send a copy of those minutes to the
Faculty Committee on Arrangements i.is
soon as possible after the final adjournmenet of the Congress.

is entitled to one vote.
He is free to
vote as he chooses without regard to

2.

other

delegate or

delegates

cast their ballots.

Roll call votes should be u.sed only In

electing officers or in taking final ac
tion upon whole bllLs.

In the Assera-

blle.s all roll calls will be by chapters,

and one delegate from each .school
should respond and report the votes of

his delegation.

3.

In all meetings of the Congress no del

4.

bv the delegate making the change.
In the event official responsibilities re

egate shall be luiviUged to change his
vote after the vole has been declared by
the pre.sidlng officer. Any such change
of vote shall be reported from the floor

quire that ti delegate he ab.sent for a
portion of a meeting, he may vote by
proxy by submitting his vote to the

Clerk or Secretary in written form, but
only in tile case of specific motion.s
pending at

the time of

tlie delegate's

departure. Such proxies shall be void
if the motion to which they apply shall

5.

be ch.mged in any manner.

In

the

Assenibilcs,

Committees,

and

Caucuses partici|>ating delegates shall
be seated together in an area from
which all others are excluded. Guests
and observers shall he .seated in an area

clearly separated from that of the par-

ticiiiatlng delegates. This makes pos
sible accurate voting without roll calls,

saving much lime.
XIV. I'onerH niid DutleN of OfficerK

1.

XV. Steerlug, LegiMlatlvo, nud Evnlunllunii
C'oiumitteeM

Voting

In the Assemblies, the Committees, and
the Caucuses einti individual delegate
how any

on Arrangements.

The Socrelar.v of a Committee shall have
the care and custody of all papers and
records; he .shall conduct all votes by
roll call, and tabulate and announce the
results; he shall keep the minutes of
the sessions of the Committee, and .shall

to express itself with regard to matter.s

other than those relating to the official
Committee problems but within its

1.

voting by roll

bly, and shall deliver three (3) copies

to pass any bill properly brought be
fore It, no new bill may be offered to

Ke.soliitions.

Joint

of all such bills, together with copies of
tile minuto.s, to the Faculty Committee

In tlie event the General Assembly fulls

proper range of action, the As.semhly
may consider motions in the form of

the

of receipt, amendments to bills; he shall
certify to all bills passed by the A.ssem-

ed State and to the Chairmen of appro

priate committee.^ of the United States
Conigress.

to

sults; he shall receive and list in order

siiall be signed by the Speaker and
Clerk, and three (o) copies delivered to
the chairman of tlie Kaciilty Committee
on Arrangements, who shall have cop

XIII.

members

ciiti, and tabulate and announce the re

Bills ])iissed hy tlie General Assembly

the Assembly.

the

The Clerk of the As.sembly shall have
the care and custody of ail papers and
records: he .shall serve as Clerk of the
tSteering Committee; he shall arrange

the Steering Committee, from day to
day, ail the busines.s of the Assembly:
lie siiall keep the journal of the Asserti-

the

ies sent out to tlie Pre.sident of the Unit

6.

of

Conference Committee.

In its proper order, as determined by

" or

"I move

Hie meetings to order; he shall preserve
order and decorum; he shall name the
one entitled to the floor; he shall de

•"1 move to amend by substituting the
words

The Chairman of a Committee shall call

cide all questions of order, subject to
appeal to the Committee; he shall not
be required to vote, except where his
vote would be decisive; he shall put
questions: and he sh.all conduct the

above.

4.
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The Speaker of the Assembly shall call

1.

There shall be a Steering Committee
composed of the Speaker of the Assem
bly, Clerk of the Assembly. Majority
Leader tsj of the Joint Conference Ma
jority Committee (s). Minority Lead
er iii) of the Joint Conference Minority
Committee (s), (If any), a member of
the Faculty Committee on Arrangemcnt.s, and a faculty Parliamentarian
ivho shall lie chairman of the Commit-

tee.

This Committee shall:

(a) Determine the agenda for meetings
of the General A.ssembly.
(b) Receive and approve for placement
on the agenda any resoiutlon.s, memorial.s, communications, or
simi
lar matter.s

which Individual dele-

gate.s or Congress Committees wish
to bring before the As.sembly.
(r) Designate the order In which the
Committee.s .shall report to the Assenihly.

(d) Fix the total lime allowed for de
bate

on

each Committee's bill and

ainendment.s, subject to appeal to
the Assembly. (See Article X).
(e) Formulate and present to the As
sembly any resolution.'', memorials
or similar matter.s

which

it

feels

should properly come before that
body.
(fj Meet with the Kditor of the Gavel
subsequent to the adjournment of
the Congress for the purpose of ed
iting and transmitting any bills and
resolutions adojjted by the Congre.ss
In accordance with Article Xlll,
Sections 5 and 6 to the Chairman of

the Faculty Commtltee on Arrange
ments and through hira to the Pres

ident

of

the

United

States,

the
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Chairmen of appropriate committees

other

in the United States Congrress, the

Caucuses of the Congress.

editor of the Gavel and any other
individuals or groups specified by
the rules of the Congress or action
of the Assembly,
(g) Have primary responsibility for
recommending any action
which
the Committee believes will expe
dite the work of the Assembly.
All Committee action shall be subject
to appeal to the Assembly.
2. There shall be a Legislative Committee
composed of not more than twelve (12)
members of whom ten (10) may be stu
dents and two (2) may be faculty spon

mittee shall be counted as one of

to which his school is entitled, and
the number that may
represent
that school as provided In Article

Xi, Section 3, shall thereby be re
duced by one.
3.

Arransements

make recomniendataion.s

Committee is

concerned

the

to
Im

Committee

on .Arrangements.

ty. if it wishes, to conduct an attitude
analysis of the delegates, solicit reac
tions from the delegates, or engage In
any other research relevant to an eval
uation of the Congress. This committee

shall meet during the Congress at in
tervals according to its own discretion,

This

with

for

provement of future Congresses to the

Faculty

with the Evaluations Commit
distinct.

It shall

This Committee shall have the authori

tee, but the work of the two groups
be

whose function

be to evaluate the procedure, work, and
effectiveness of the Congress, and

meetings.
The Legislative Com
mittee may work In close coopera
to

There shall be an Evaluations Commit

tee consisting of four (4) student del
egates and three (3) faculty members
appointed by the Faculty Committee on

improving the functioning of these

Intended

or

A stu

the four (4) participating delegates

(a) This Committee shall study the op
eration of the Caucuses, Commit
tees, and Assemblies of the Con
gress for the purpose of making
recommendations to the Faculty
Committee on
Arrangements for

Is

Committees

dent delegate serving on this Com

sors.

tion

Assemblies,

and at the clo.se of the Congr«'.«s at the
time provided In the Calendar in order

im

mediate functioning while work of

to prepare and transmit its final report

the Evaluations Committee Is broad

to the Faculty Committee on Arrange

er and

ments.

more Inclusive.

(b) This Committee shall be named by
the Faculty Committee on Rules
and Program. At the time of the
advance registration, schools desir
ing to be represented on this Com
mittee may nominate one student
delegate for membership.
(c) Membership
on
the
Legislative
Committee shall bar a student del

egate

from

participating

in

all

XVI. MlMeellaneouH

1.

In the Assembly, the unqualified motion
to adjourn is a main motion because its

effect would be to dissolve the Congress
sine die.

2. In cases not covered by these rules, the
presiding

officer

shall

follow

H. M.

Robert, Rules of Order (Rev.) Scott
Foresrnan and Company, N. Y.,

/—

Prefident's Pa^e ...
soon be labelled as being anti-social and placed

azines should be generally acclaimed as good.
Eddie Guest would be a great poet, and college

safely behind iron bars.

football would be about the best and most

They say that debaters are narrow and intol

erant. On the contrary, they are among our
most tolerant and broad-minded students. The

debater learns that there are many sides to a
question. This criticism better fits the orator

whose speeches go unchallenged. Hitler start
ed out as a debater, but his hecklers backed

him off the platform.

He sulked and bided

his time and turned to oratory where voiced
opposition was not permitted.

His listeners

were flanked with armed troops. There was
no give and take. Had Hitler been forced to

stay with debate and discussion, there would
have been no Hitler.

They say that if debate is a good thing, it
should stand on its own like athletics. This is
poppycock. The most worthwhile ventures al

ways need promotion and encouragement. The

Christian religion did not expand without long-

worthwhile activity a college could offer.
If anyone is going to say a good word for
college forensics, it must be the speech teach

er and the debate coach. We make up the
first, second, and only line of defense. The
future course of forensics is definitely in our
hands. 1 am not implying that our cause is in
immediate danger, but our forensic horizon is

not altogether too rosy—it is very spotted. In-

terscholastic debate activities among our high
schools have been curtailed since State Activ
ities Associations have taken debate under their

wings. If we look at the chapter roster of our
forensic honor societies, the number of dead or

inactive chapters is most discouraging.

The

average college instructor, the average college
student, and the average of John Q. Public arc
generally indifferent or ignorant of the merits

of forensics as an extra-curricular activity. The

sustained promotion. Art and cultural ventures
require the support of the more refined ele

fact is, college forensics needs promotion. We

ments of our society. To judge the value of an
activity by its popularity is social suicide. By
this criterion gambling, intemperate use of to

E. C. Blehler,

should all be alerted. We need to talk it up.

bacco and alcohol, cheap movies, and pulp mag-

University of Kansas
January 8, 1949

Tke Fourtk Annual Student
Con^ress

resented at Chicago.

be dependent upon the number of chapters rep
resented, and the preliminary study which del

egates give to the question of civil rights. With

the rules before us and the over-all plans crys-

talized, we hope that every chapter may be rep
Faculty Committee on Arrangements
J. Jeffery Auer
William S. Howell
John W. Kcltncr

Thorrel B. Fest, Chairman
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Tke Harvard. Committee Approves
W. A. Dahlberc (M)

Sponsor, University of Oregon Chapter
The Harvard Beport, "General Education in

a Free Society," with its emphasis upon the

of the whole democratic process."

".Since, however, much talk is designed to

importance of discussion and debate activities,

mislead, effective communication depends

should give some comfort to forensic directors
whose efforts, so frequently, meet with criti

not only upon the possession of skills such
as clear thinking and cogent expression but
on moral qualities as well."

cism.

It is a report that we might all profitably
read despite the harsh crilicism made of it by
members of the Speech fraternity. You may
recall that Dr. W. Norwood Brigance publish-

red an article in the April, 1947. erlition of the
Quarterly Journal of Speech, in which he re
ferred to the Harvard Report as one,

"... characLeriijed by the limitations of the

On Hick .School Speech Education

"Everyone in high school should have
courses that will teach them how to think

and how to express themselves. Do not
daze them with abstractions for they think

perceptually for the most part. Make in
creasing appeal to the senses, clothe ideas
with warmth, have iliscussions, movies and
plays."

Harvard institutional mind,"

and also charged that the Committee's atti

On Forensic Activities

". . . school forums, debating societies,

tude was one of,

". .. shocked acceptance of the present, a
resentment that we arc living today instead

current affairs clubs, discussion

groups,

and mock political conventions have value

of yesterday."
Both characterizations, I believe, are unfair.

that i.s enormous and to them our society
owes a great debt. . .. They acquaint our

Tn the first place the Report is not a product of

boys and girls at an impressionable age

the so-called "Harvard Institutional mind." The
Committee called into conference one hundred
men and women from all walks of life to col

obiigalions of social life.

laborate in the task of evaluating the American

educational scene. Industrialists, High School
Teachers, Labor Leaders, Clergymen, College
Presidents, Military Officers, and a host of
others were consulted. Every stratum of so
ciety was heard and their ideas, I am sure,
were considered in the final conclusions drawn.

Certainly the final judgment is one that reach
es far heyond the "Ivory Towers" of the "Har

willi some of the vital relationships and

We believe, in

deed, that their importance will be greater

in the future. . . . It is only when the stu
dent faces the actual difficulties of gov
erning by democracy that he begins to ap
preciate the complexities of a free society.

To learn to resist pressure, to discover the

power of a minority, to have free speech
used against one, to prescribe rules and
then abiile by them, is training of the first
order for democratic Jiving. .."

vard Institutional Mind."

O.N Evidence

Moreover, I sensed no desire on the part of
the Committee members to escape the unhappy

"Our big job is to train men and women

present. The truth is that they were intensely
interested in the contemporary world, sought
every means possible to come to grips with
present day problems, and repeatedly declared

ments based upon exact evidence. They
must be taught to uphold both tradition

to make objective and disinterested judg
and expcrim<-nt, study the past and be open
for new ideas for the future. They must
learn to reconcile this necessity for com

that training in speech and forensic activities
was essential in any curriculum that endeavored
to train youth for life in a free society. In the

obvious necessity for new and independent

words of the Report,

insights."

mon b.'^'liefs and traditions with the equally

"We certainly want more than mere book-

On the Wholeness of a Liberal

ishness and skill in the manipulation of

EntiCATION

concepts. The fruit of education is intel

ligence in action, the guardians of the State

"When teachers look only to scholarship
and students look only to proficiency in

must be full blooded individuals as well

activities the wholeness of the man is lost.

as trained minds."

General t?(lucation, we repeat, must con

Of particular interest here is the Committee's
insistence that speech and forensic activities

h(! encouraged. In confirmiation of that state
ment and in the interests of brevity 1 submit

ibe following excerpts from the Report which
1 think fairly, if only partially, reflect the think
ing of the Committee in this respect.
On Communication
"Communication

is

sciously aim at these abilities, effective
thinking, effective communication, and the
making of relevant judgments."
To be doubly sure that 1 had not miscon

strued the meaning of the Report, 1 wrote to
each of the twelve members of the committee,

asking ihem for their individual opinions.

I

received answers from nine of the twelve comihal

uiirestriited

ex

millcemen; and here, loo, in the interests of
brevity 1 present some excerpts from a letter

change of ideas within the body politic by
which a prosperous intellectual communi
ty is secured. It is a matter of sharing. In
a Democracy issues are aired, talked out of

by Dr. John H. Finley, Vicc-Chairman of the
Committee, a letter which. I believe, expresses

existence or talked into solution.

other respondents.

Failure

of communication makes for a breakdown

with reasonable accuracy the sentiment of the
"... Certainly the Committee conceived
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on an argument. It could conceivably ap

of general education or, Indeed, of any
proper education, as fostering a student's

ply also insofar as you encourage your
people to speak on subjects in which they
have become interested through other

ability to think accurately and to express

himself clearly both in speech and writing.
We kept recurring to this growth in inner
powers as tlit? main point of all education.
Yet in practice we were so obsessed by the

courses.

The belief that a person's pow

ers of tliought and expression will best be
fostered bv study of the MAIN FIELDS

diversity of objective knowledge and by

OF KNOWLEDGE IS THE CENTRAL

the conflicting claims of the many fields
of knowledge that we ended by concern
ing ourselves chiefly, not with the growth

BELIEF IF THIS REPORT."

of the student's inner powers of thought
and speech but with ways of finding some
common ground in objective knowledge.
Hence we finally came to two ways of de
fining general education: as fostering inner

powers, and as simplifying the confusions
of outer facts. Rightly or wrongly we gave
our chief effort to the latter."

. These two ways of looking at edu

cation, though to some degree in conflict,

I iielieve the Report was fair, realistic, and
entirely in syrapatliy with the work being done
in the field of speech and forensics. We have
au important assignment before us; and if we
accept as our working premise the central be
lief of the Harvard Report, namely, that a per

son's power of thought and expression will best
be fostered by study of the main fields of
knowledge, we can achieve much and we will
get the continued support of those who seek
to keep our educational program dynamic and
up to date.

must, of course, be finally reconciled. . . .

We felt, as regards English composition,

Uiiarterly .fonrnnl of Speeob—April, 1947.
"1940—Year

that a man will write best who is as con
cerned with content as with form.
Hence

of

Deci.sion."

W.

Norwood

Brisance.

composition should be fostered not only in

Report of the Harvard Committee—"Gen
eral Education in a Free Society." 1946.
Harvard University Press.

English courses hut in courses in the sci

Letters—From

we were inclined to think that English
ences and social sciences.

Committee:

Whether this

members

of

the

Harvard

Robert Ullch, Benjamin P.

Wright, George Wald, T. H. Richards,
John H. Flnley, Leigh Hoadley, Byron S.
Holllnshead, Uaiihael Demos, W. K. Jor

reasoning could apply in training in speech
J don't know. It obviously could apply in
sofar as speech is felt to cover discussion

dan.

/

Forensic Programs and Dynamic Democracy ,,.
Thorrel B. Fest (IT)

Sponsor, University of Colorado Chapter
Surveys conducted in 1947 indicated that the

director may work.

number of students participating in coUcgiale
forensics had returned to prewar levels,! and

In the fir.st place, effective citizenship re
quires a high degree of intellectual activity,

reports on the 1947-1948 season marked a new

flexibility, and objectivity.

high in both interest and activity. In the midst
of this upsurge, we may inquire as to what
forensics are doing for and to the student, and
ultimately for society. As we find ourselves in
a season of squad meetings, practice sessions,

possessed of such habits, we may feel more con

tournaments,

and

post-tournament

If our citizen is

fident that he will succeed in recognizing, anlalyzing, and interpreting the import of local,
national, and international problems. But such
thinking must rise above the level of mere men

lamenta

ial gymnastics, and as a second point it is

tions, it may be well to inquire if our forensic

equally vital that our citizens should feel a
concern for the impact of these issues on his

programs are developing students who want to
make democracy work as well as enjoy its

nation and on other nations, and on his gener

blessings.

ations and on future generations.

The broad potentialities and objectives of
our work have been clearly and effectively

recognize tiie dynamic nature of the social or

stated.^ ^ 1 »

This article makes no original

contribution in that area. It seems more appro
priate thai we should concentrate our efforts

on fully understanding these objectives and

He must

der. and seek to effect improvements. Thirdly,
he must recognize the necessity of subordinat

ing special and limited interests to the general
welfare of the group and/or community. He
must feel a responsibility and even a compul-

then translating them into action. If we feel

any sense of responsibility for training people
to meet ihc demands and challenges of our con
temporary society, we must seek to develop

those activities contributing to sucit an entl.
Since the relative importance of the specific
demands and challenges will vary, wc must

1.
2.
3.

or time.

ent let us outline a list with which the forensic

iJeinocracv, The

Giivel, 27: 20-21ff, No. 2, Jan. 1945.
4.

CortriR'ht, R. L,

A Balanced Forensic

Program, The Gnvel. 27:22-23ff. No. 2

Because our immediate concern is

function rather than philosophy, for the pres

1GS-I7n, Ai.ril, 1948.
Ewhank, H. I,.. Speech Conte.sts as KduCiitlotuil Technl'iiies, ttiinrterly Juurual
of .S|t«erli, pp. 187-196, 1936.
Baird, A. C. Debate and Discussion Jn

Posl-War Service to

consider certain of those characteristics neces

sary to truly effective cilizensliip at any level

Pest, T.B-, A .Survey of College Foren

sics, (Quarterly Joiiriiiil iif Si>eevti, op.

Jan. 1945.

3.

Biiehler, E. C. President's Page, The
Gnvel, 26:51-52, No. 4, May 1944.
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sion to contribute fully and freely of his talents
and energies to the welfare of the group and
the solution of its problems. v\nd finally, our
citizen must be able to work with others.

The

ability to think, speak, and oct effectively as a
member of a group is prerequisite to, demo
cratic action.

He must understand the role
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][. Emphasis on the nature of the rewards
and the quality of student work may do much
to develop those attitudes which we seek. We
are well aware of the powerful effect of direct
and tangible symbols, but do we help the stu

dent to realize that stimulating discussion, con
tributions to audience understanding, and hon-

which communication plays in the social com

e.«t advocacy of what is felt to be right and

plex. He must develop skill in the techniques

just are higher and more satisfying goals than

of speaking, and writing. And he must realize

ribbons, keys, or cups?
Professor Buehler
recognized this trend back in 1944 when he
predicted, "Trophies, victory tokens, mementoes
of triumph, and all symbols of drawing blood
from the opponents will more and more .sink
into oblivion. The competitive sipirlt will re

that social complexities and conflicting forces
place increased emphasis on finding common
ground and reaching satisfactory solutions.
If some contend that the foregoing are recog

nized goals of not only forensic training hut a
system of education for democracy, the writer
will not take issu<'. We may truthfully say

main to be sure, and a score-board of some
kind will be retained to Indicate the relative

that they are contained in the broad command

scale of effectiveness.

ments. Possessed of as high a degree of intel

vices for recognizing merit. . . .

lectual honesty as we desire for our students,

ics contend that college student speaking is
characterized by superficiality, and it may be

let us recognize that too frequently we may
neglect the commandments and worship the

golden calf. Our challenge lies in being able
so to direct programs and activities as to most
effectively develop those hal)its and attitudes

basic to better national and world citizenship.
Let us consider a number of ways in which we
may attack the problem.

f. First there is the possibility of contribut
ing more effectively to social sensitivity and
responsibility through the number and nature of

issues discussed. Tlie advantages of sidecting

There will be new de

Some crit

that certain of our practices tend to justify
their cliarge. Perhaps if we place greater emphasis on the communication of ideas to audi

tors, and the satisfactions of a job well done,
we may stimulate more worthwhile expression.

There are many groups in our society, includ
ing our own profession, whose members place
service above great financial reward.

May we

not expect student speakers to respond in the
same manner if we but make clear the nature of

their responsibility?

national debate and discussion questions are

111. Obviously- lite forensic program must

obvious, and certainly our topics are and have

provide a climate in which such a philosophy
may grow and ilevelop. Where the nature of
ihe activities and the number of opportunities
for participation are limited, students are re
stricted to a pattern of audienceless tourna

been of immediate importance and respectable
stature.

But we need to discuss others of like

significance. We tend to restrict the talents of
our more able and experience<l students if we
neglect vital controversial issues by concentrat
ing the entire squad on one or two questions.
Breadth can and should he achieved without

sacrificing depth. At the moment, European
Recovery. Economic Planning, Labor Legisla
tion, Valley Autliorities, .Socialized Medicine,

Housing, Conservation, World Organization,
and Atomic Energy Control are major prob
lems demanding consideration.

An election year offers excellent opportuni
ties to discuss significant issues before inter
ested audiences. Professor Crocker put the
matter very well wlien he wrote, "The issues in
public questions are difficult to discover. . . .

These issues (the campaign issues) should
have been debated in every school and college
in the land. But were lhey?"6 But every year

ments where certain styles of speaking may de
velop. Let us not forget that balance and
breadth are important in our forensic activi
ties. We need to use every avenue at our dis
posal. Radio discussions, speakers' bureau ac
tivities, inlra-school speaking events, and cam
paigning for worthy campus and/or communi
ty causes afford excellent opportunities and
stimulating audiences. We can and should do
much more along these lines as a means of

eontributing to student development.
The basic educational possibilities of our
present intercollegiate activities may be more
fully exploited. Too frequently tournament
time schedules ignon; the value of constructive
erilirism.

There is much to be said for fewer

rounds of speaking that are carefully analyzed

does not bring an election, and matters of state

and evaluated by conipelent personnel. There

anil local importance also deserve attention.

is a questionable value in a tightly drawn sched

They arc the probleins with which the citizen

ule where students may only cryslalize a pattern

deals most frequently. Juvenile Delinquency,

of error.

."^ex Education, Zoning Regulations, Health
(!otles. Property Valuations, Stale Excise Taxes,

tiaughl if the slu'ieiitV mind is closed to sug

and Highway Improvement fall in this group.
It is possible that certain toiiics are taboo in

of one debate director whose teams had com

particular localities, but it may be that we arc

virlories. In referring to a judge who had volI'd against his team and iTlticized it for overly
iouil and rapid delivery, this director simply

too easily frightened by such claims. Intel
lectual leadership must be prepared to take
certain calculated risks. In being willing to

gestion.".

But cimstructive analysis may go for

This is illustrated by the comment

piled a most imposing record of tournament

said. "We all make a mistake now and then."

deal with immediate and controversial issues,

the forensic director is not necessarily looking
for a fight. It is simply a matter of recogniz

G.

Crocker, T.ioncl Hcmoeraey Thrives on
l>i'haie. Tlie <Jiivol. 27:54. No. 4, Mav

ing and discussing the issues as they arise.

7.

Bueiilfr. E.C.

1!M5.

op. elt. p. 52.
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We might reasonably expect that love would be
myoptic, but we can hardly justify its being
totaUy blind. When the organization and con

duct of activities place excessive emphasis on
personal achievement as opposed to objective
discussion, when schedules make it impossible
to review both tlie form and content of the

speecli, and when minds are closed to honest
criticism, there is little probability that our

speaking will ever rise above the level of an
interesting mental exercise involving the tem
porarily successful defense of an argument.
ft is not the intention of this article to casti

gate tournament forensics without reservation.

There is to be found in this type of activity
much that is valuable.

But we need to remem

ber that the tournament is a means to an end
and not an end in itself.

We need to remem

ber that tournaments gent^rally arc won by
speaking to critic judges and many empty
chairs.

Our ultimate objective should be ef

fective speaking before an audience. Let us
provide more such opportunities in order that
our students may experience the responsibility
and the satisfaction that conies from intelligent
discussion of a problem before int<-rested peo
ple.
IV. There is yet another way in which wc
may lead students to identify tliemselvcs more

must be in the thick of the fight. But for stu
dents to experience the difficulties, disappoint
ments, and plain hard work that go into ad
ministering a successful forensic program can
be a very healthy thing. They may learn
tlirougb experience the roles played by de
termination and faith in seeking to arouse peo
ple to cooperative effort.

V. A definite part of any forensic program
is the director and his policies. His position
is unique. Few faculty members are in a posi
tion to exert as subtle but powerful influence
on students' thinking. He Is in close and con
stant contact

with students under conditions

where his attitudes, opinions, and public posi
tions are readily observed and frequently em
ulated. Consciously or otherwise many stu
dents will associate the value and vigor of fo
rensic training with the use to which the di
rector puts it. The respect which he eommonds
on the campus, the constructive contributions

he makes to the community, and the public
positions whicli he takes on controversial issues

are all weighed. Obviously our primary func
tion as directors is not to crusade.

It is to

train young men and women in the arts of de

mocracy. fliit at the same lime it is good ped
agogy to demonstrate tlial we can practice what

closely with the problems of their society. That

we preach.

is by delegating definite responsibility for the
administration of certain phases of the work.
Granted that it may he easier for the director

While making no pretense at being exhaust
ive, these sugge.stions are presented in the
hope that they may stimulate further examina
tion and evaluation of our programs. If by

to attend to such matters himseif, and that stu

dents will continue to he inept or fail in cer

such means we are able to translate more ef

tain responsibilities, we recognize that the more

fectively objectives into student-centered action,

closely one Is identified with an activity the

it will contribute in some measure to the at

more important he fools it to fie.

tainment of greater objectivity, responsibility,

A director

does not sit apart, observing in a disinterested
manner the feeble efforts of his students as they

and social consciousness on the part of our stu

struggle to bring onler to the program. He too

have done something to make democracy work.

dents.

Our success will mean that we will

/

PurJue University Forensic Conference
Twelve colleges and universities from many
parts of the United States participated in the

in regular Purdue Speech, English, and Educa
tion classes. A criliciue and decision were given

National Invitational Forensic Conference at

at the conclusion of each debate. The schedule

Purdue University, November 4 and 5.

was staggered, in order to permit debaters not

They were the University of Alabama, Boston

University, University of Chicago, De Pauw,
University of Kansas. Michigan State College,
Notre Dame, United States Naval Academy,
Wayne University. Western Michigan College,
University of Wisconsin, and Purdue. Repre

engaged at a given hour to hear other teams in
action.

Two seminar discussions were features of the

conference.

Professor E. C. Buehler, Kansas,

President of Delta Sigma Rho, led a panel com
posed of Lt. Comdr. W. W. Evans, U. S. N.,

sentatives of the United Stales Military Acade
my, who had planned to fly to the event, were

and William Birenbaum, Chicago, on "Inter

grounded by bad weather.

can we do to fmprove Debating?" was discussed

Each of llie participating institutions was
represented by two affirmative and two nega

by a panel composed of Dr. Winston L. Brem-

tive speakers, who engaged in four rounds of

pretations of the National Question." "What

beck, Wisconsin; Prof. Austin J. Freeley,
Boston; and Jack Murphy, Western .Michigan.

<lebate on the national intercollegiate question

Both subjects provoked spirited discussion from

of "Federal Aid for Education."

<iebatcrs and coaches in attendance.

Three of the twenty-four learns emerged from
the four rounds of debate undefeated: the Kan

Dr. Alan H. Monroe, chairman of the Speech
Deparlment, Purdue University, was the ban

sas and De Pauw affirmatives and the Notre

quet speaker.

Dame negative. Although no school was de

Tlir Conference was frankly experimental. Its

clared tournament victor, the four Notre Dame

objectives were, while de-emphasizing winning,

speakers amassed the highest point total, with

to give the debaters a broader understanding

Kansas second, and Alabama third.

of the question and concentrated practice with

Tliree of the four rounds of debate were held

debate techniques in audience situations.
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Witli tlie CLapters
ALLEGHENY

"AUeghpny Collc^ic will again be host for
the Second Annual Pennsylvania Intercollegiate
Forensic Tournament on March 11 and 12, with
Professor

Hubert

V. CorcUer

as

chairman.

should be complctetl. Other Delta Sigma Rho
schools taking part include: DePauw Universi
ty, University of Southern California, and Uni

versity of Wichita. The series has not been
completed at the time of this report.
/

Forty-five member colleges of the Debating As

sociation of Pennsylvania Colleges will be in
vited to send representatives in debate, oratory,

BOSTON

With seventy-two debates, three tournaments,

and extemporaneous speaking. Talon, Inc., of

numerous radio broadcasts, and a series of ma

Meadville, Pa., has presented a gold trophy for
the winning debate team, although a team may

gain permanent possession of the cup only af

jor puldic discussions behind them, Boston
University debaters eoneluded one of the busi••St first semesters in their history.

ter winning it three times. First winners of
the eup were the Swartlimore debaters in 1948.

Novice

The first place winner in oratory will represent
the state at the interstate Oratory Contest at

Northwestern on April 25 and 26. Last year's
men's representative was Raymond McCall, of
Allegheny College.

"The annual high school debate tournament
for seventeen high schools in Northwestern

Pennsylvania will be sponsored also by Alle
gheny College.
"We have planned our year's debate activities
around a group of thirty debaters, most of

Running through the entire semester was the

Debate Tournament, by means of

which University (ioach of Debate Austin J.

Freeley screened the large number of candi
dates for the Society.

First intmollegiate tournament of the year
was the National Invitational Debate Tourna
ment and Forensic Conference at Purdue Uni

versity in early November. Malcolm Arth,
Cliristopher Barreca, Walter Fraser, and John
Lynch rcprc.senlcd Boston University in this

tournament. Coach Freeley was a member of
the panel which discussed "How Can We Im

whom attended Westminster College's pre-season debate clinic in November. Representing
Allegheny at the annual cross-examination tour

prove Debating?" in the conference phase of
the program.

nament sponsored by the University of Pitts
burgh in December were Louis Meyer and
Richard Vielor, seniors, and Frank Fitch, jun

iversity of Vermont Invitation Tournament in

ior. and Robert Blomquist, freshman.

mid-November. Representing the University on

this trip were: Leonard Kaplan. Bruce Lane,
Lambert Rales, and Leon Wroblewski.

"Allegheny has also participated in a number
of home-and-home debates with Thicl College,
Westminster College, Wayneshurg College,
Slippery Rock State Teachers' College, and

Duquesne University.

Next on the tournament schedule was the Un

We plan to travel to

clared.
The third tournament of the semester was the

Invitational Debate Tournament at Tufts early

eastern Pennsylvania schools for more individu

in December.

al debates, as well as to participate in Pennsyl
vania and Ohio tournaments during the second

this event were:

semester.

"Directing the debate program is Glenn W.

Both

this and the Purdue Tournament might be class
ified as training events as no winner was de

Representing the University at

Malcolm .Arth, Christopher

Barreca, Bruce Lane, John Lynch, John MeeItan, and Leon W rob]{'wski. The negative team
of Anil and Barreca defeated Vermont to win

Timmons with Mildred Ann Ditty (AL) as his

the srmi-finals.

assistant."

ule the affirmative team of Median and Lynch

Under tlie tournament sched

/.

then went into the final round. John Meehan,

The fall season iias been taken up largely by
exhibition debates on the high school subject

who tied for highest individual score, was
named to the mythical "All Tournament Team.''
At the annual meeting of the New England

of "Federal World Government."

Speech Association Coach .Austin J. Freeley

BATES

Clinics for

high school debaters were held at Lewiston,

was named Chairman of the General Forensic

Maine, Orono, Maine; Rochester, N. H.; and
Lebanon, N. H. Four hundred high school

Committee.

students attended these clinics.

Bates sent two varsity teams and two novice
teams to the tournament at the University of
Vermont on November 19 ami 30. The novices

won five out of eight of their debates. The
varsity teams were undefeated in all their con
tests. Only McGill University of Canada was
undefeated also. One hundred ninety-two de
baters from ten stales and Canada parlicipaled.

Bates has been invited to participate in the

The Society's "On Timely Topics" series at
the Boston Public Library Lecture Hall proved

highly successful as large audiences attended
regularly to hear debates and discussions on
current topics. Guest teams at this event in
cluded: Boston College. Holy Cross, Simmons,

Radcliff. Harvard, Mt. Holyoke, and Wellesley.
Among Boston's opponents thus far this sea
son were: M.I.T., Notre Dame, DePauw, Mich

igan Slate. Chicago. University of Michigan,
Wayne. Navy. Kansas, Chapel Hill, Suffolk,
Dartmouth, Vermont, New

York

University,

Tournament at West Point last year were in

Wcsleyan, Rensselaer, Bates, St. Lawrence, Middlebury. Wake Forest, Boston College, New
Hampshire, Harvard, Rhode Island Stale, Mt.

vited to record their speeches in turn, and send

Holyoke, Amherst, Georgetown, and Gordon.

National

Recorded

Debate Tourney.

Those

schools which ranked highest in the National
the discs to their opponents until the debate

Plans have been made for an active second

t
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pfiurster. In addition to a large number of
home debates which will bring teams from all
parts of the United States and Canada to Bos

to fill that vacancy; and Bill Harrison was elect

ed at a chapter meeting held November 29.
Of five Colorado students recommended to
the state committee for consideration of Rhodes

ton, teams will travel to Chicago to attend the
Delta Sigma Rho Congress, planning a series

.Scholars, three were Delta Sigma Rho mem

of debates along ihc way. Boston will partici
pate in five invitational debate tournaments,

rensic program. Bernie Shapson, Bill Waldeck,

attend Moilel Congress, and take part in a
number of radio debates both in Boston and
away.

The Third Annual Invitational Debate Tour

nament will take place Friday an<l Saturday,

bers and a fourtli had been active in the fo

and Steve Polkinghorn are the members. Bob
Kull had been an outstanding member of the
forensic group, confining his activities to offcampus work.
Those Colorado students who attended the

February 11 and 12. This year the size of the

1947 Delta Sigma Rho Congress have been tell

Tournament has been increased and will in

ing others what a fine event it is.

clude teams from all parts of the country.
In March a team of Cambridge (England)

expects to be represented at Chicago with a
full delegation.
/

University debaters will visit Boston to renew
old forensic lies.

DEPAUW

In April the Debating Society will sponsor
the

Inler-.Scholastic

Colorado

Debate Tournament and

Conference. This will be open by invitation to

DePaow's varsity debate team, winning seven

out of eight debates, placed Itself among the
nation's lop teams in tying with the University

high schools and preparatory schools in Massa

of Kansas for first place honors in the Nation

chusetts.

al Forensic Conference held at Purdue Univer
sity on November 4 and 5.

Considerable interest has already

been evidenced in this event, and a highly se
lected group of schools will participate.
/
CARLETON

Ray Payne and Regner .Arvidson, DePauw's
affirmative speakers, swept through the tournaundefeated. They gained decisions over Michi

The Carleton chapter assisted the Depart

gan Stale College, University of Chicago, Pur

at Nortlifield on December 17 and 18. Eighteen

due. and Wisconsin. Howard Downs and Hugh
Hawkins, on the negativj-, defeated Notre Dame,
Boston University, and Western Michigan,

schools from three states (Iowa, Minnesota, and
Wisconsin) participated in lliis tournament,

while losing only to Wayne University .
The DcPauw team and Mr. Forrest .Seal,

which was designed to serve as a training ses-

coach of debate, agreed that the tournament

ment of Englisii, Speech, and Dramatic Arts
is sponsoring a high school debate tournament

•sion in both the subject matter of the debate

was oufstanciiiig in its eeducational value to

proposition (Federal World Government) and

the techniques of debating. In connection willi

debaters. Critique decisions were given after
each debate, and seminars were arranged for

the former, lectures on Federalism were sched

coaclics and debaters.

uled: and in connection with the latter, the de

Plans arc rapidly materializing for DePauw's
annual Delta Sigma Rlio Invitational Tourna
ment. The tournament is to be held Saturday,
February 5, and is under the joint sponsorship
of the .Speech Department and the local chap
ter of Delta I^ignia Rho. Fifteen colleges and
universities have already expressed a desire to

bates were so scheduled that a half-hour was

provided for tlie critique of each contest. Mem
bers of the Delta Sigma Rho chapter served as
judges and as tournament officials.
/
COLORADO

Despite the most severe storm of the fall sea

participate in what will probably he one of the

son, over 120 speakers from 13 schools partic

largest tournaments held at DePauw in recent

ipated in the Annual Colorado Invitational
.'Speech Meet at Boulder on November 19 and

years. Assisting Mr. Seal in managing the
tourney will he Delta Sigma Rho members
Carlton Hamn and Robert Zimmer, serving as

20.

Wichita University was the only school

from the eastern area that was able to attend.

student co-chairmen.

Better weather was encountered by Bob Scivers,

/

Bob Taylor. Courtland Peterson, and Jim Fried-

HAMILTON

lander when they attended the Kearney Slate

Hamilton debaters have had an unusually
busy fall season. Among the highlights were

Teachers College meet on December 4. The
two teams won four out of eight debates. The

a ten-college debate tournament, held on the

next major intercollegiate event on the Col

Hamilton campus: the annual University of

orado schedule is a Colorado-Wyoming meet
at Colorado College, January 15.

Vermont Debate Tournament, attended by ten

The demand for speakers has continually in

home-and-home debates with colleges in the

creased, and under the guidance of Chairman

members of the Hamilton squad: and several
vicinity of Clinton.

Courtland Peterson and Professor Wheater the

Speakers Bureau is printing a booklet announc
ing programs and speakers. It is expected that

ibis publication will go to nearly lOOO groups
in the state.

Graduation will thin the ranks of the veteran

speakers on the squad.

Cecil Jones, Steve

Polkinghorn, and William Waidcck will grad
uate in December. Since .Steve has served as

president of the local chapter, it was necessary

/
IOWA

The Stale University of Iowa opened the
1948-1949 forensic year with her twenty-first in
ternational debate, staged before an audience
of 1200 in MacBride Auditorium. Kenneth
Ihompson and Herman Cohen of Iowa defend

ed the negative of the question of "Planned

Economy" against Messrs. Reginald Galer of

Birmingham and Anthony Cox of Bristol. At
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the close of the debate the audience voted by

The community visits are being built around

a narrow margin in favor of the affirmative

panels on seven topics as before. Perhaps the
chief point of interest is that a new kind of
subject is being used, namely, "What makes a
good home?" Tuesday and Saturday railio

side of the proposition.

On Noveniber 19, four lowans presented a
forum debate before the student body of the

University of Omalia. Harlan Hockenberg and

programs on WOI continue to command the

Roy Stoddard defended a "Planned Economy

attt'nlion of local speakers under the direction

for the United States," which Kenneth Thomp

of .Mr. W. R. Underbill.

son and Herman Cohen opposed. The audience

on PViday afternoons as usual, and has been
experimenting with film forums.

participated in a question period following the

Coffee forum meets

/

debate proper.

On December 34, the University of Iowa held

the seventh annual Intercollegiate Conference
on World Problems.

Two hundred students

from seventeen schools participated in four
rounds of debate on tbe national topic, four

periods of discussion on the problem of the

MICHIGAN

Ninety-four men and women tried out for
positions on the varsity debate squads this

fall. So far. University debaters have appeared
before some fifty different high school audi
ences in the stale discussing and ilebating this

business cycle, extempore speaking, after-din

year's high school debate topic. In addition,

ner speaking, public speaking an<l a parliamen

some of the liigh-lighls of the Fall season in
clude; A debate clinic on the campus in Ann
Arbor attended by over 300 high school debat
ers, a debate on the merits of the Michigan.
Daily before an audience of about 750 people

tary session. Visiting colleges and universities
included the Universities of Chicago. Illinois,
Indian, Kansas. Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,

Oklahoma, and

.South

Dakota;

Marquette,

Northwestern. Notre Dame, and Purdue Uni

as part of the series of Speech Asseinldies on

versities; Michigan State CoUege, the Munici
pal University of Wichita, and the I'nited States

the campus, anti a television debate over sta

Military Acatlemy at West Point.

Plans are utidi'r way for Michigan's annual
tournament for Michigan colleges to be held
on February 25, plus a scries of intercollegiate
debates during the Spring semester. Ray Nadeau. formerly of Jackson, Michigan, is debate

The Municipal University of Wichita and a
team from the University of Iowa each won

seven of eight debates. Evan Hultman, Henry
Clark, Edward Dirkmann, and William Shuttleworlb of Iowa were among the eleven debalers receiving ratings of "superior" as indi

vidual speakers.

Murray Kniffcn, Sherwin

Markham, and Walter Johnson of Iowa rated
"excellent."

Three Iowa discussers, Harold Tulchin, James

Peck, and Evan Hultman, were among the nine

individuals who received ratings of "superior."

tion WXYZ-'J V in Detroit.

coach.

/
MI.SSOURI

The Missouri chapter of Delta Sigma Rho
plans to sr-nd a delegate or delegates to the Bi
ennial Student Congress, March 31, .April 1 and
2.

During the current year the Missouri chap

"Excellent" discussers among the Towans were

ter has been at work in an attempt to revive

Murray Kniffen, Tom Burney, Don Guthrie,

the Allienaean Debating Society, which had de
clined in strength during the war years. Found
ed llie night before the University of Missouri

William Shullleworlii. Stuart Charlton, Ben
Crane, and Henry Clark.

Ben Crane of Iowa received a rating of "ex
cellent" as a public speaker, and William Shutllcworth was the highest ranking speaker
among the after-dinner finalists who performed

came into being and for many years an out
standing organization on llie campu.s, this .So

ciety has served two purposes:

a center for

the handling of Missouri forensic activities; a

at the Conference luncheon on Saturday noon,

debating society, like the Oxford Debating Un

December 4.

ion.

/

The president of the Athenaean Debating So

IOWA STATE

Members of the Iowa Stale Chapter of Delta
.Sigma Rho are again playing a prominent part
in the activities of Iowa State Debaters this

ciety is Wayne W. Waldo, who is also president
of the Missouri chapter of Delta Sigma Rho.
The schedule of forensic for the second half
of the season is as foiiows: Jan. 11, debate

winter. The usual four-fold program of inter

with Wasliington University on "Federal Aid

collegiate forensics, extension community vis

to Education"; Feb. 8, debate with University

its, coffee forums, and radio panels is being

of Texas on "Negroes should be admitted to
Colleges and Universities"; Feb. 17, debate with
Washington University on "Federal Aid to Edu

carried on under the direction of Dr. R. A.

Micken. Membership this winter numbers sev
enty.

The British combined universities team up
held the proposition for "Planned Economy"
before a crowd of several hundred people in
November, in an evening which was perhaps
chiefly notable for the way in which foreign

students upon campus rose to the defense of
Britain

and

the

Commonwealth.

Norman

Cleary and Lee Windheim defended the cause
of "Free Enterprise." On December 10 and 11,
ten members traveled to Iowa State Teachers

College to lake part in a forensic conference.

cation"; Feb. 22, debate with Oklahoma Uni
versity on "Washington Would he Proud of His
Progeny"; Mar. 1, Annual Extemporaneous
Contest; Mar. 3-5, Annual Ohio State Confer

ence on Public Affairs; Mar. 8, debate with

Kansas University on "Our System of Higher
Education is .More Lower than Higher;" Mar.
15, The Annual Stephens Oratorical Contest;
.Mar. 22, debate with University of Minnesota
on "This House .Applauds the Establishment of

the State of Israel;" Mar. 31-April 2, Delta
Sigma Rho Convention, Chicago; Mar. 30, de-
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bate with Uoiversily of Hawaii on "America's
Destiny Lies in the Orient"; April 9, High
School Debate Tournament; April 26, debate

with University of Illinois on "The Influence of

Dec. 3 and 4. They lied for second place with
Ohio University and Kent State University,

winning eight in 12 debates. Oberlin women
came in first, with nine wins. Eleven colleges

Women in Americaa has Increased, is Increas

were represented in the meet. Bob Huffman

ing, and Ought to be Diminished;" May 3,

ami John Shover took part in an interesting
debate on "Planned Economy" with Reginald

Athenaean Society picnic; May 0-7, State Con
ference; Mav 10, Annual Forensics Banquet.

•

/

Galcr and Anthony Cox, the British Universi
ties team, on Nov. 18. There was an audience

of nearly 500.

NEBRASKA
The annual Nebraska Debate and Discussion

Conference will be held on February 25 and 26,
with at least thirty schools in attendance. The

The Wesleyan debaters will have an active
debate program, including a tournament to be
held in Delaware January 15, and culminating

Nebraska chapter is making plans to scud a
delegation to the 1949 Delta Sigma Rho Stu
dent Congress in Chicago on March 31, April

in the Dcdta Sigma Rho Congress in Chicago

I and 2.
The forensics staff at Nebraska has under

PENNSYLVANIA

gone some changes since last season. Donald

meeting on Monday, November 8, at the Frank

Olsen, former Director of Debate, is at the

lin Inn Club, Philadelphia. Mr. Harold J.
Bean, Circulation Manager of Curtis Publica

University of Wisconsin, where he is working

on his Ph.D. degree.

The present Director is

at the end of March.

/

The Pennsylvania chapter held a fall dinner

tions, and a 1926 alumnus of the Pennsylvania

D. F. Kline, who is assisted by Bruce Kendall,

chapter, presided.

who has just completetl his M.A. degree at the

alumni attended.

University of Wisconsin.

Both undergraduates and
/

/

PENNSYLVANIA STATE

NORTHWE.STERN

"Between 35 and 40 women were accepted

Opening the intercollegiate season on No
vember 4. the varsity men met a visiting team

for the women's varsity squad.

The season

opened at Pcnn State on December 3 with our

from the U. S. Military Academy in a public

women upholding the negative of the national

debate on campus. The visitors were enter
tained at a dinner party by the debaters, the
coaching staff, and Dean McBurney and As

question of "Federal Aid to Education" against
On December 15 we

had a round of four debates at Pcnn State, on

ihc same tiiiestion. with the Houghton men.

sistant Dean Hance.

Eleven <lebates were on the varsity calendar
for December.

the men from Princeton.

Thirteen different debaters participated in these

On December 1, three teams

first five ilebalcs of the season, which is in

came from Northern Illinois Stale Teachers for

keeping with the policy of our squad to spread

practice debates. In the same week, one fresh
man, two sophomores, and one senior won five

participation. We plan, as usual, to run be
tween 50 and 75 debates, with every member

out of eight «lebates in the University of Iowa

parlicipaling, ami also with the number of patticipation.s fairly evenly distributed among the

tournament. In terms of average or total team
(fualily ratings, the N. U. men tied for first

various squad members."
/

honors with two other teams.

The women's squad opened its season on No
vember 12 in a triangular meet with Chicago
and Illinois Navy Pier. On December 4, four
freshmen won all six of their debates in the

freshman-sophomore tournament sponsored by

the University of Illinois at Navy Pier. Two of
the Northwestern girls won the highest indi

vidual quality ratings among thirty-six teams
from eleven rolleges.
The junior varsity men opened their inter
collegiate season on November 19 in the Brad

ley University tournament.

Three freshmen

and one sophomore won six of their eight de

PITTSBURGH

"The University of Pittsburgh Men's Debat
ing .Association has undergone a major over
hauling this past year with the result that its
program has been broadened in order to offer

more debating opportunities to more undergrad
uate men students.

"With Mr. Fred .S. Robie, director of the

group, spearheading its drive for members, the
Association has expanded its numbers until to

day more than fifty men participate in its ac

tivity. Nearly all of these men have participat
ed in at least one intercollegiate debate thus

bates, most of which were with upperclass
teams from ainall colleges. On December 4, the

far this year.

same group won all six of their debates at

series of Oregon-style debates before high
school audiences in the Pittsburgh and Cleve

Navy Pier, thus earning a tie for first place
with the Northwestern women.

Other "jayvee" teams have a weekly schedule
with several colleges in the Chicago area: La
Grange. St. Xavier, DePaul, Mundelein, and
Lake Forest have been met thus far.
/
OHIO WESLEYAN

Four Ohio Wesleyan women debaters, Joyce
Bohyer, Mary Boyers, Isabel West, and Marjorie IGbler participated in the Ohio State

Women's Tournament at Capital University on

"In November, Pitt met Western Reserve in a

land areas. "Shift of Opinion" ballots were
distributed among the listeners in order to test

the ability of the two squads. On December 4th
the Association sponsored its annual high school
debating clinic, which was attended by thirtyfive district high schools. This was followed
by an Intercollegiate Invitational Tournament

on December Ilth for district colleges and imiversitics.

Tlie exciting Virginia-style of de

bating was used in this tournament, and it met
with the widespread approval of both coaches
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and debaters.

clude all-campus impromptu and extemporane

"Planning and administering the events men*
tioned above and attending tournaments and

ous speaking contests, a home and home debate

clinics sponsored elsewhere have made the As

participation in tournaments at Linfield and

sociation a veritable beehive of activity. In
order that the group will function smoothly it
has become necessary to redistribute the ad
ministrative tasks under five departmental

Denver.

heads. Bill Korasko has been selected as man
ager of the squad for the '48-'49 season. Frank

lin Blackstone has the responsibility of main
taining good high school relations in the Pitts

burgh district. Bob Dickey is in charge of
publicity for the organization, while Fred Wolfe
and Harry Green perform the duties of treas
urer and secretary, respectively."
STANFORD

Stanford's forensic year opened with an ac
tive program during the Fall Quarter. The

with the University of Southern California, and
/
SYRACUSE

Already the debating activities at Syracuse
University have shown that the year 194849

will be one of the i>usiest in recent years. Sev
enty .students have joined the Debating Society,

which this year is headed by the following of
ficers: Winnie Pollock, president; Clayton An

drews, vice-president; Muriel Lippman, secre
tary; Doris Olson, student manager; Bob Well-

enslein, training chairman; Burt Citak, public
ity chairman; and J. Calvin Callaghan and Ordean G. Ness, faculty directors.

With few veterans returning to the organiza
tion, most of this year's activities to date have

large nmnher of new members entering the De
bate Society has made possible an expanded

included training debates and participation in

schedule of speech events. Weekly meetings

legiate novice meets. Eight Syracuse teams
nompr-ted against the University of Rochester,

of the discussion-type Stanford Forum, based on

the Oxford system, were continued during the
term.

For the first time since before the war

the debate squad was divided into both a fresh
man and varsity squad. Dr. William Lucas is

directing the activities of the freshman squad,

while Professor J. G. Emerson is devoting his
time to the varsity.

novice tournaments and round-robin intercol

November 6. Eight other teams met Utica Col

lege at Syracuse, November 20. Two first-year
teams took part in a round robin event at Col-

gale University December 4. Four teams en
tered the first Annual Invitational -Novice De

bate Conference at Hamilton College, Decem
ber 11.

During the Fall, Stanford participated in a
number of home and home debates with neigh
boring schools. 'The Taft-Hartlcy Bill" was

following events: November 19 and 20, partic

the subject of debate with the University of

Debate Tournament, with Doris Olson, Muriel

San Francisco on Nov. 17. The subject of
"Federal Aid to Education" was debated with

the College of Pacific on Nov. 23, the problem
of the "Relationship of Ethics to a Belief in

Deity" with the University of California on

Nov. 30 and Dec. 2, and the question of
"Planned Economy" with San Jose State on
Dec. 17.

On Oct. 22, Stanford debated the question
"Resolved, that Modern Society would derive
the greatest benefit from a System of Planned

Economy" with the combined British university
team composed of representatives from the Uni

versity of Bristol and the University of Birm

ingham. Forden Athearn and Richard Kelton,
representing Stanford, upheld the Negative. A
very large audience witnessed this forensic
event.

The Stanford Debate Society sponsored its
traditional Pre-Election Rally on the evening of

Nov. 1. John Hines and George Velliotcs sup
ported the Democratic Party, Jack Marcum and

M. E. Harrison represented the Republican
point of view, and Ernest Sclunidt and Thomas

Lupher spoke for the Independent Progressive
Party. The popularity of this annual forensic

Varsity debating to date has included the
ipation in the Annual University of Vermont

Lippman, Dan Dramer and Ned Whaley repre
senting Syracuse; November 6, Miss Olson and

Miss Lippman debated Hamilton College in a
home debate; November 17, Miss Pollock and
Wallenstein met a women's team from Middlebury College; and on December 10, this same
team competed at Cornell University. All de

bates have been on the national topic of "Fed
eral Aid to Education".

Under the leadership of Winnie Pollock,
president, and members Bob Wallenstein and

Clayton Andrews, the Syracuse chapter of Del

ta Sigma Rho has taken charge of the training
program of the Debate Society as the first
major project of the year.
TEXAS

"Our 1947-48 season was the best in many
years. We had 203 intercollegiate debates;
won 124, lost 62, tied one, and 16 were non-de

cision. Tliese many debates were participated
in by 35 debaters. Our first team participated
in 80 debates; won 69 and lost 11. Of five ma

jor tournaments participated in, Texas teams

placed first in four of them and placed second

event assures its continuation in the future.

in four of them.

On Nov. 21, a four-man Stanford squad flew
to Seattle to participate in the Western Speech

year. We have 35 men and 20 women partici

Association Tournament. The team of John

debates. The men have been in 44, won 29,

Kaiser and Richard HiR won three of their six
debates, while the team' of Forden Atheam and

Ronald Klein, surviving the elimination rounds,
completed the tournament with a record of five
wins and three defeats.

Tentative plans for the coming months in

"The 1948-49 turnout is even better than last
pating. Up to December 20th, we have had 64

lost II and had no decision in 4. The women
have had 20 debates, won 13 and lost 7. Oc
tober 12, a Texas team debated Texas A & M
on the Trinity University Radio Forum in San

Antonio; October 19, Texas met Baylor at Bay
lor in two debates, one on "College Fratemi-

t.-4,Ai<^GA
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'^/ac»^ ties", the other on

Alliance with Western Eu-

rope". On October 19, a Texas team debated
the University of Missouri at Columbia on the
topic of "Truman for President", Missouri up

holding their native son. October 28, Missouri
relumed the visit and

debated three Texas

teams at Austin. This time Texas upheld Tru
man.

Missouri won two of the three debates.

ment at the University of Richmond. Other
schools represented were the University of
Florida, University of Richmond, Wake Forest

College, United States Naval Academy, George
town University, George Washington Universi
ty, Pennsylvania State College, and RandolphMacon Men's College.
The annual University of Virginia Debate

On November 9, two Texas teams paid a visit

Tournament will be held at Charlottesvillc on

to Texas A & M, where three debates were held

February 4 and 5, 19-'19.

on the national question. Texas won two of

planned that Virginia representatives attend the

the three debates. On December 10-11, Texas

Public Affairs Conference at Ohio State Uni

was host to the Eight Annual Southwest De
bate Institute, where the stale high school

Delta Sigma Rho at Chicago, Illinois.

It is tentatively

versity, and the Biennial Student Congress of

question was debated. After five roimds of
College debate, three rounds of high school de
bate were held, with the collegians judging

WELLS

and criticizing the high school debaters.

College is increasing during the current season,

"Plans for the rest of the year are somewhat
indefinite. We definitely plan to attend the
Missouri Valley Forensic Meet at Ames, Iowa,
in March. At that time we plan an extended
tour through the Middle West. We shall also

send teams to the Southern Speech Association
Meet at Baylor in April.
"April 7-9th., the Texas Chapter of Delta
Sigma Rho will sponsor a Forensic Meet in

Austin. Contests will be held in Debate, Im
promptu Speech, Oratory, and After-Dinner
Speaking. There will be Men's and Women's

divisions in all contests. All Delta Sigma Rho
schools are invited, invitations being sent to
leading colleges and universities all over the
United States."

/
VIRGINIA

The president of the University of Virginia
chapter for this year is Brooks Monroe. Re

cently initiated new members arc M. F. Pierce,
B. C. White, C. F. foey, and J. L. Palmer.

Interest in debate and discussion at Wells

and a number of events have been scheduled

and are in prospect.

Among the highlights

thus far are meetings with Cornell University
and Union College; one of the major events of
January wiR be a debate with Hamilton Col
lege on the 15th.
WHITMAN

About 300 students from 27 schools traveled

to the University of Washington campus to
compete in the Western Speech Association
Conference held at Seattle November 22-24.

Of the 33 Whitman students who participat
ed in the meet, 16 went into the finals. In en

tering seven debate teams in the try for top
honor^ Whitman was second only to Utah Uni
versity which sent nine teams into the final
competition.

Those who placed in the speech meet were
LaRcne Bushnell and Edith Loss, first; Shirley
Brown and Patty Jo Johnson, tied for third;
and Mary Null and Marilyn Bird, fourth places,

On October 29 Mel Pierce and Tom Wolfe

in the junior division women's debaters. John

represented the University of Virginia in de-

Pennington won third place honors in one-man

bales upon the "Propriety of Civil Rights Leg
islation," meeting a Temple University team at

Philadelphia, and a Princeton University team

debate; Bettymae Specry came in second in

women's interpretive reading; and Carmen
Gleiser placed fourth in senior women's im

at Princeton, New Jersey.
During the fall season Virginia teams have

promptu.

Also entering the finals were Dave AUard

participated in demonstration debates on the

high school question of "Federal World Goverxunent" at Lynchburg College, College of Wil

liam and Mary, Madison College, Randolph—

Macon Women's College, and Emory and Henry
College. Over three hundred students and
high school teachers have attended these de

and Robert Gilks, who tied for third, and Phil
Griffiths and Bill Strange, who tied for fourth in
junior men's debates; Joy Mott and Marlyn
Strange in junior women's debates; and Gordon
Jaynes in senior meu's extemporaneous.
While in Seattle Mr. Newcomer also met with

the members of the Pacific Forensic League,

bates.

who decided to hold this year's meet at Whit
man April 12-15. Mr. Newcomer is secretarytreasurer of the League.

Oh December 10-11, Virginia teams partici
pated in the Old Dominion Invitational Tourna

Fourth Annual Student Congress
of

Delta Sigma Rho

March 31, April 1 and 2, 1949
Congress Hotel
Chicago,
Illinois

